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Scripture Text:  2 Corinthians 1:3-11
Author: Paul, his second letter to the Church at Corinth. 
Importance of the text: Why God is the God of all comfort and that He can be our strengthening aid in times of suffering.
2 Cor. 1:3-4
 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort, 4 who comforts us in all our affliction, so that we may be able to comfort those who are in any affliction, with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God.

· The word “comfort” is used 10 times in this passage and literally means, to come to ones side or as Webster defines it as, a strengthening aid.
· Jesus uses in John 14:16 for the Spirit, the Comforter (the Paraclete). It is our reminder that God never leaves us nor forsakes us, especially in times of suffering.

2 Cor. 1:5
5For as we share abundantly in Christ’s sufferings, so through Christ we share abundantly in comfort too.

· Jesus experienced intense physical suffering, especially when he was handed over to the Romans.
· Jesus was also tested and tempted in the wilderness by the adversary the Devil. He also experience emotional suffering.


2 Cor. 1:6-7
6 If we are afflicted, it is for your comfort and salvation; and if we are comforted, it is for your comfort, which you experience when you patiently endure the same sufferings that we suffer. 7Our hope for you is unshaken, for we know that as you share in our sufferings, you will also share in our comfort.

· Paul’s primary purpose in writing is to help the church in Corinth, and us understand and gain insight into transformational living.
· The same Comforter who was with Jesus in his sufferings was also with him in his sufferings.
2 Cor. 1:9-10
9Indeed, we felt that we had received the sentence of death. But that was to make us rely not on ourselves but on God who raises the dead. 10 He delivered us from such a deadly peril, and he will deliver us. On him we have set our hope that he will deliver us again.
· Paul’s hope was unshaken!
· In order to truly minister to others, you must be completely honest and real with them.

What can we apply in our life’s journey?

1. God is the Father of mercy and the God of All Comfort! If we draw near to Him, He will draw near to us!

2. We must share in the sufferings of Christ, so that we may also share in the comfort Christ received. Be a support to your brothers and sisters. Visit, cry, and love them with acts of service.


3. Our focus must be on the goal, Glorifying God! Pray for others and share your life’s testimony with them, it may be the only Bible/hope they have.
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