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1 Peter 5:1-4
1 Peter 5:1-4 
1 Therefore, I exhort the elders among you, as your fellow elder and witness of the sufferings of Christ, and a partaker also of the glory that is to be revealed, 2 shepherd the flock of God among you, exercising oversight not under compulsion, but voluntarily, according to the will of God; and not for sordid gain, but with eagerness; 3 nor yet as lording it over those allotted to your charge, but proving to be examples to the flock. 4 And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory. 


Elder: 
Synonyms in the New Testament are _______________ (or bishop) and ______________

Elder emphasizes the ________________________________________

Overseer emphasizes the _____________________________________

Pastor emphasizes _________________________________ of the Bible

Who are the elders?


Spiritual _____________________________________

___________________________ in number

_____________________________ (1 Timothy 3:1-7 and Titus 1:5-16)


What do elders do?

_________________________ (shepherd) the people of the church including:

__________________ - teaching and preaching (Ephesians 4:11-12, 1 Timothy 5:17)


__________________ – directing (John 10:27)

_________ – protecting from false teachers and false beliefs or doctrine (Acts 20:28-30)

_________ - Praying for the sick (James 5:14)


_________ – putting needs of others ahead of self (John 13:3-17)


How do elders carry out their responsibilities?

_______________________ (“according to the will of God”)

_______________________ (“with eagerness”)

As an _______________________ (“proving to be examples”)

Without _______________________ (“not under compulsion”)

Without _______________________ (“not for sordid gain”)

Without being a _________________ (“not lording it over those allotted to your charge”)

Why should elders carry out their responsibilities?


Because of future and eternal _______________________

Because when sheep are left alone, they will be _______________________
What does this mean for me?

1.
_______________________ our elders as we shepherd the flock.
2.
_______________________ our elders as we shepherd the flock.
3.
Do not put your trust in St. Peter’s shepherds.  Put your trust in ________________________________________.
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Elder: 

Synonyms in the New Testament are OVERSEER (or bishop) and PASTOR

Elder emphasizes the SPIRITUAL MATURITY

Overseer emphasizes the RESPONSIBILITY

Pastor emphasizes TEACHING of the Bible


Who are the elders?


Spiritual LEADERS


MULTIPLE in number


QUALIFIED (1 Timothy 3:1-7 and Titus 1:5-16)


What do elders do?


TEND TO (shepherd) the people of the church including:


FEED - teaching and preaching (Ephesians 4:11-12, 1 Timothy 5:17)


LEAD – directing (John 10:27)


GUARD – protecting from false teachers and false beliefs or doctrine (Acts 20:28-30)


CARE - Praying for the sick (James 5:14)


SERVE – putting needs of others ahead of self (John 13:3-17)


How do elders carry out their responsibilities?


WILLINGLY (“according to the will of God”)


EAGERLY (“with eagerness”)


As an EXAMPLE (“proving to be examples”)


Without FORCE (“not under compulsion”)


Without PERSONAL GAIN (“not for sordid gain”)


Without being a DICTATOR (“not lording it over those allotted to your charge”)


Why should elders carry out their responsibilities?


Because of future and eternal REWARD

Because when sheep are left alone, they will be DESTROYED
What does this mean for me?

1.
PRAY FOR our elders as we shepherd the flock.

2.
ENCOURAGE our elders as we shepherd the flock.

3.
Do not put your trust in St. Peter’s shepherds.  Put your trust in JESUS CHRIST ALONE.

