                     God’s People and God’s Book   
October 16, 2011	Sermon Notes
Scripture Text:  Nehemiah 8:1-18
Focus of the text: Our focus this week comes primarily from understanding the three basic responses seen in chapter 8: understanding the Word, rejoicing in the Word and obeying the Word. The whole person—the mind, heart, and will—must be captive to God’s truth.
Nehemiah 8:1-8  Understanding the Word of God
· A key word we see repeated in this chapter is the word, “understand or understood.”
· Ezra was the ideal man to lead this study of the Word of God.
· The leaders chose the Water Gate for the site of the assembly and it is very appropriate, because, in the Bible, water for washing is a picture of the Spirit of God.
· The Word was clearly explained to them so that they could understand in a way that they were able to apply it to their own lives.

Nehemiah 8:9-12  Rejoicing in the Word

· What do we see as the response of the people?     Conviction! 
· The Word of God brings conviction and leads to repentance, but it also brings us joy; the same Word that wounds also bring healing.
· The secret of Christian joy is to believe what God says in His Word and
 act upon it. 
· Faith and joy based on the Word will produce strength to weather life’s storms.



Nehemiah 8:13-18  Obeying God’s Word

· While obligation and appreciation are strong motives for serving the Lord, celebration can be the strongest.
· Counting our blessings and looking forward to God’s promise of eternity with Him, brings encouragement to our souls.
· The world’s joy is temporary and artificial; when the joy is gone, people are left with even greater weakness and emptiness.

What can we learn from Nehemiah 8 to help us lead to the Lord?

1. God’s Word must be understood before it can enter the heart and release its life changing power.  

2. When we read the Word and it brings conviction of sin in our lives, we must repent, and then, we should rejoice, for His forgiveness.

3. When we think upon the Lord and obey Him, our hearts will be strengthened and we want others to share in our hope.
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