Discovering the Real Jesus
December 11, 2011
Sermon Notes

Luke 1:39-56 – Elizabeth and Mary Worship
Occasion
· Just after Gabriel’s visit with Mary
· Journey of 70 miles from Nazareth to a town just outside of Jerusalem
· Why did Mary go to be with Elizabeth?
· To rejoice and celebrate together
· Because Elizabeth’s scorn and shame were gone
· Because of what God was doing for them
· Because of what God was about to do for humanity
What does it mean to be filled with the Spirit?
· When a person is so yielded to the control of the Holy Spirit, that he or she responds willingly to the guidance of the Holy Spirit in the daily experiences of life.
· And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit. 
(Ephesians 5:18, KJV)
· Temporary, divine enablement to do what is humanly not possible
· Bezalel – Exodus 31:1-3
· King Saul – 1 Samuel 10
· Peter – Acts 2, Acts 4
· Stephen – Acts 7
· Paul – Acts 13
Elizabeth’s Worship
· Blessing of Jesus in the womb
· Worship by John of Jesus!
· Elizabeth praises the Lord because Mary believed what Gabriel told her
Mary’s Worship

· The Magnificat
· Latin for “magnify” or “exalt”
· Similar to Hannah’s worship of the Lord
· See 1 Samuel 2:1-10
· Similar to David’s Worship
· See Psalm 34:1-10
· Comes from the heart
· “Soul” and “spirit” are synonyms
· John 4:24, “God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.”
· Flows from humility to the Lord God who is Mighty and Holy
· Exalts God for lifting up a simple servant from a lowly place from a not-so-noteworthy family
· Praises God for who He is (His attributes)
Mary’s Worship

· Magnifies the Lord for what He has done (in the past)
· His provision for Israel in the Promised Land
· Bringing humility to the proud
· Lifting up the poor and distressed
· Praises God for what He continues to do
· Providing for those in need (“hungry”)
· Protecting and aiding the nation of Israel
· Because of His great mercy to fulfill His promises to His people
What does this mean for me?

“True worship is not only internal, but also intense.  True worship is spontaneous, not staged; heartfelt, not artificial; God-centered, not self-focused; mental, not just emotional; it seeks to honor God, not to manipulate Him.”

· John MacArthur
“To be chosen by God often means at one and the same time a crown of joy and a cross of sorrow.  The piercing truth is that God does not choose a person for ease and comfort and selfish joy but for a task that will take all that head and heart can bring to it.  God chooses a person in order to use him.”
· Barclay
Notes
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