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Sermon Notes

Luke 1:57-80 – Zacharias’s Prophecy
Zacharias’s and Elizabeth’s Son (Luke 1:13-17)
· He will bring joy to your family
· He will cause the nation to rejoice
· He will be great in God’s eyes
· He will be filled with the power of the Holy Spirit
· He will cause God’s people to return to Him
· He will be a forerunner to the Messiah
God’s Blessing for Zacharias and Elizabeth

· God’s mercy
· Kindness towards those in need
· Rejoicing
· To share in joy together
· For fulfilling Gabriel’s promise to Zacharias
Why did God institute circumcision?
1. Health benefits 
· To reduce chance of infection
· Jewish women have historically had lower rates of cervical cancer
2. As a sign of the covenant God made with Abraham
3. Symbolic of man’s need for cleansing from sin
Fear

· Reverence
· Awe
· Worshipping respect
Luke 1:65 (AMP)
And awe and reverential fear came on all their neighbors and all these things were discussed throughout the hill country of Judea.

Prophecy

· Predictive
· Of future events, occurrences that WILL COME TO PASS
· Proclamation
· Of current events
· To the current generation
Zacharias’s Prophecy

Praises God for:
· Remembering His people by coming to them
· Bringing redemption for His people

· “Raising up a horn of salvation” (Horn is on Old Testament metaphor for power because of the great strength of horned animals)
· Fulfilling prophecy given over 800 years ago
· Providing the One who would deliver His people from enemies
· Giving salvation to His people as a future blessing
· Fulfilling His promises to Abraham (Genesis 12:1-3) and David (2 Samuel 7) through the new covenant (Jeremiah 31:33)
· His son who will:

· Be the forerunner to the Messiah
· Bring God’s people to know Him
· Bring God’s people to receive forgiveness of sins through His mercy
· Sending the Messiah who:
· Will come from heaven to the earth
· Will bring those in death to life
· Will bring peace of God to His people
What does this mean for me?

· Take some time this week to praise God for and to enjoy your children
· Continue praying for those who desire to have a child
· Praise God for His provision of a Savior who is merciful, and desires His people to come (or return to) Him
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