Discovering the Real Jesus
December 24, 2011
Sermon Notes

Luke 2:1-7 – The Savior is Born!
Historical Setting
· 6 – 4 BC (Herod was King of Palestine according to Matthew 2:1)
· Augustus
· Caesar or emperor
· Given name was “Octavian”
· Ruled 27 BC to 14 AD

· Julius Caesar adopted Augustus as his legal heir
· Was known as the “emperor of peace” (restored order after 100 years of civil war)

· Instituted the “Pax Romana”
· Stable currency system
· Built extensive streets, roads, aqueducts, bridges & buildings
· Devoted to the arts

· Was worshipped by the people (his new name means, “revered one”)

· Census
· Used for taxation purposes (of all people)
· Used for enlisting military service of citizens
· Bethlehem
· Name means “house of bread”
· 5 miles south of Jerusalem, 80 – 90 miles from Nazareth
· Elevation is about 2,500 feet
· Home of Ruth, the great-grandmother of David
· Where David was anointed king
· Birth place of Jesus in fulfillment of prophecy

· Micah 5:2 
But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, Too little to be among the clans of Judah, From you One will go forth for Me to be ruler in Israel. His goings forth are from long ago, From the days of eternity.

· Joseph
· Descendant of David (Matthew 1:1)
· Husband of Mary
· Given revelation by an angel that Jesus would be born to Mary (Matthew 1:20-21)
· Righteous man (Matthew 1:19)
· Carpenter by trade (Matthew 13:55)

· Mary
· Also a descendant of David
· Virgin at the time: “engaged” or “betrothed”
· Pregnant with child by the Holy Spirit (Luke 1:35)

· Jesus’ birth

· Wrapped in cloths (bandages tightly wrapped around a newborn to hold the child’s arms and legs in place)
· Placed in a manger or feed trough
· To humble parents in a humble setting

Purpose of Jesus’ Birth
John 14:6 
Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.”

Matthew 1:21 
She will bear a Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.
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