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Sermon Notes

Luke 1:5-25
Herod the Great

· Ruled over the region of Galilee and Judea from 37 BC to 4 BC
· Known as king of the Jews
· Built fabulous cities with amazing architecture of the day
· Developed early version of quick-dry cement
· Built his own lavish palace 
· Extremely suspicious and jealous
· Had his own wife Mariamne executed
· Had two of his own sons executed
· Rebuilt the temple
· Solomon’s temple was first
· Zerubbabel rebuilt it in 515 BC
· Herod expanded it and made it more decadent
· Slew all the male children in the region of Bethlehem 2 years and under (Matthew 2:16)
Other Herod’s of The Bible

· Herod Philip I
· 1st husband of Herodias (his niece)
· Herod Antipas 
· Jesus called him a ‘fox’
· Had John the Baptist beheaded
· Judged Jesus at his ‘trial’
· Herod Archelaus (Matthew 2:22) 

· Herod Philip II (Luke 3:1)
· Herod Agrippa I
· Killed the apostle James (Acts 12:1-2)
· Imprisoned Peter (Acts 12:3-11)
· Herod Agrippa II
· Paul was on trial before him (Acts 25:13 – 26:32)
Divisions of Priests

· There were 24 (1 Chronicles 23 - 24)
· Each ministered at the temple performing different acts of service for the LORD
· Offering sacrifices
· Leading worship
· Burning incense
· Preparing the showbread
Zacharias (Zechariah in NIV)

· A priest of the division of Abijah
· Wife was Elizabeth, a descendant of the first High Priest Aaron (Moses’ brother)
· Had no child
· Righteous but NOT sinless
· Obedient AND humble
· Faithful to each other despite their situation
About the Priesthood

· Each priest served at the temple two times per year for one week at a time
· Approximately 18,000 priests served at the time of Zacharias
· Lots were drawn or cast to determine which priest would offer the incense
Holy Place

· Only the priests were allowed to enter
· Contained
· Table of showbread
· Lampstand
· Altar of Incense
Altar of Incense

· Made of acacia wood covered in gold
· Incense burned there every morning and at twilight
· Symbolic of the prayers of the people to the LORD
Zacharias and Elizabeth’s Son

· Named John
· Will bring joy to the family
· Many in the nation of Israel will rejoice because of him
· The LORD will call him “great”
· He will drink no alcohol
· He will be filled with the Holy Spirit

· He will cause many of the Jews to repent and turn to the LORD
· He will prepare the way of the LORD
· Malachi 4:5-6 
5 “Behold, I am going to send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and terrible day of the Lord. 6 He will restore the hearts of the fathers to their children and the hearts of the children to their fathers, so that I will not come and smite the land with a curse.”
What does this mean for me?

· Persist in prayer for your heart’s desire in accordance with the Lord’s will.
God answers prayers in one of 3 ways:
1. Yes, now
2. No
3. Yes, but not now

· Pursue a righteous and holy life, following Zacharias and Elizabeth
· Obedience in all things
· Persistence regardless of good in life or troubles
· Setting the example for those who know you

Questions for Further Reflection
· What encounters with God have I had that have made the world of difference to me?
· What areas of my life are marked with unbelief?
· What is God calling you to do that will required a great act of obedience to live out in faith? 

