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Sermon Notes

Luke 2:41-52: Jesus’ Growth
Feasts
· Occasions of great joy
· Singing, praising God
· Reciting Scriptures
· Psalms of Ascent (Psalms 120 – 134)
· Males only required to go to Jerusalem, but women would go along if they were able
· Times for sacrifices
Feasts Requiring Pilgrimage to Jerusalem
· Feasts of Tabernacles /  Booths / Ingathering
· Timing
· After the harvest (late September to early October)
· 1 week long
· Daily sacrifices made in thanksgiving
· Fest of Pentecost / Weeks
· Timing
· 50 days after the beginning of Passover
· At the completion of the barley harvest
· Offerings of fine flour and animal sacrifices were made
· For thanksgiving
· Passover and Feast of Unleavened Bread
· Timing
· 1 week long
· During the first month of the year
· To remember God’s deliverance of Israel out of slavery in Egypt
Learning at the Temple
· The tradition was that the “teachers” directed the men and young men to learn the Scriptures
· Jesus “amazed” everyone by the level of His questions and the depth of His understanding
· While Jesus reasoned with the teachers, Mary and Joseph searched frantically
Jesus’ Response to Mary

· The first time we hear Jesus’ voice in the Gospels
· Obedience to His real Father in heaven
· In accordance with God’s will for Him to mature
Jesus’ Growth
· In obedience 
· To His Father
· To His mother and adoptive father
· To the commandments (“honor your father and mother”)
· In maturity
· Intellectually (“wisdom”)
· Spiritually (“favor with God”)
· Physically (“stature”)
What does this mean for me?
· Evaluate your own spiritual growth
· Is it marked with daily obedience?
· Is it marked with daily learning from the Scriptures?
· Is it marked with maturity or are you learning the same lessons over and over again?
· Are you daily doing the Father’s work for Him?
· Persistence in the effort
· Prayerfully in alignment with His will
· Acceptance of His direction 
· Patiently waiting (it took 30 years for Jesus’ public ministry to begin!)
· Guidance in decision making
· Does it glorify God?
· Is it sinful?
· Is this in obedience to God’s Word?
· Does it lead to my maturity and / or the maturity of those around me?
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