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Sermon Notes

Luke 4:1-13 – Jesus’ Temptations
I. Setting
A. Following Jesus’ Baptism
B. After fasting for 40 days

C. In the wilderness

D. Jesus was led by the Spirit

1. Full of the Spirit
a. To be totally permeated with the Spirit of God
b. All actions, motives, and thoughts are God-led
c. Jesus was full of the Spirit, always yielding control of His life to the Father
2. Unholy filings
a. Darkness (Matt. 6:23)
b. Hypocrisy and lawlessness (Matt. 23:28)
c. Deceit and fraud (Acts 13:10)
d. Unrighteousness (Rom. 1:29)
E. Christians Strive to be Filled with the Holy Spirit
Ephesians 5:18 
And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit.
1. Stephen (Acts 6:5)
2. Barnabas (Acts 11:19-24)
F. About temptation
1. Never comes from the Lord
James 1:13
Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am being tempted by God”; for God cannot be tempted by evil, and He Himself does not tempt anyone.
2. God will not and does not allow you to be tempted to a point where you 
cannot resist.
1 Corinthians 10:13 
No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to man; and God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will provide the way of escape also, so that you will be able to endure it.

G. The devil
1. Aliases
a. Tempter (1 Thess. 3:5)
b. Satan (Matthew 4:10)
c. Enemy (Matthew 13:28)
d. Liar (John 8:44)
e. Snake (Genesis 3:1)
f. The evil one (John 17:15)
g. Roaring lion (1 Peter 5:8)
2. He is a real person

3. He is a created being

4. He is a spirit being (fallen angel) 

5. He opposes God, His people, and His purposes

6. He is NOT omnipotent, omnipresent, or omniscient

Jesus’ Temptations
Jesus’ Responses
To prematurely break the fast
Stand on the authority of God’s Word
Deuteronomy 8:3, “He humbled you and let you be hungry, and fed you with manna which you did not know, nor did your fathers know, that He might make you understand that man does not live by bread alone, but man lives by everything that proceeds out of the mouth of the Lord.”
False worship
True worship is for God alone
Deuteronomy 6:13 
“You shall fear only the Lord your God; and you shall worship Him and swear by His name.”
To prove He is God’s Son
Do not test God
Deuteronomy 6:16 
You shall not put the Lord your God to the test, as you tested Him at Massah. 
What does this mean for me?

1. Be alert to times when you are most vulnerable to temptations and safeguard yourself in those times
2. If you are in a “wilderness,” seek to learn what you can from the Lord at that time for your life
3. Temptation does not mean you are not a genuine believer
4. When tempted, God has not abandoned you
5. Use Scripture to defeat temptations you face
6. Seek support and accountability for temptations you face.
