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Sermon Notes

Luke 3:21-38 – The Beginning of Jesus’ Ministry
I. Jesus’ ministry was initiated through public baptism
A. Why was Jesus baptized?
1. It was NOT for the repentance of sins
2. It was NOT a display of intent to change his life pattern
3. It was NOT a baptism of conversion to the faith
4. It was to set an example for us to follow - “To fulfill all righteousness” (Matthew 3:15)

5. It was to reveal His true identity - “You are My beloved Son” (Luke 3:22b)

6. It was to publicly demonstrate the Father’s approval - “In You I am well-pleased” 
(Luke 3:22c)

7. It was to identify Himself with man’s sinfulness and His desire to be our substitute – “He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.” (2 Corinthians 5:21)
B. While Jesus was baptized all three persons of the Trinity were present
1. Jesus the Son was baptized
2. The Holy Spirit descended

3. The Father spoke His approval

4. This public presentation defeats the doctrine of modalism which teaches that:

a. God appears as different persons at different times
b. He changes His representation or manifestation at times
i. In the Old Testament He was the Father

ii. In Gospels He is the Son

iii. In Acts and the Epistles He is the Holy Spirit

5. A positive statement on the doctrine of the Trinity

a. God is three persons: Father, Son, Holy Spirit
b. Each person is fully (100%) God

c. There is only one God

d. St. Peter’s position on the Trinity
We believe that the only living and true God exists eternally as three persons—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Each person is fully divine, each possessing all the attributes of God; yet, there is only one God. God is neither begotten nor proceeding from any other. (Deut. 6:4, Matt. 28:19, 1 Cor. 8:5-6, 2 Cor.13:14) 
II. Jesus’ Ministry was initiated in prayer - constant conversation with His Father
A. He prayed before He healed

B. He prayed before He ate

C. He prayed before He selected the 12 apostles

D. He prayed before His death

E. He taught us to pray

III. Jesus’ Genealogy (Luke 3:23-38)
A. The beginning of Jesus’ Public Ministry was authenticated with proper lineage

1. Luke traces genealogy of Jesus through His mother, Mary – ““Being as it was supposed, the son of Joseph” (Luke 3:23b)

2. Matthew traces genealogy of Jesus through His adopted father Joseph

B. Jesus’ Lineage

1. Son of David (Luke 3:31)
2 Samuel 7:12, “When your days are complete and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up your descendant after you, who will come forth from you, and I will establish his kingdom.”
2. Son of Judah (Luke 3:33)
Micah 5:2, “But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, Too little to be among the clans of Judah, From you One will go forth for Me to be ruler in Israel. His goings forth are from long ago, From the days of eternity.”

3. Son of Abraham (Luke 3:34)
Genesis 12:3b , “And in you all the families of the earth will be blessed.”

4. Adam, Son of God (Luke 3:38)
a. Adam was made in God’s image (Genesis 1:26-27)

b. Adam’s sin caused God’s curse to the ground and brought death

c. Adam was NOT God in the flesh even though he is referred to as the son of God

d. Jesus is the exact representation of the Father (Hebrews 1:1-3)

e. Jesus is the last Adam - 1 Corinthians 15:45, “ So also it is written, ‘The first man, Adam, became a living soul.’ The last Adam became a life-giving spirit.”
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