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Sermon Notes

Luke 3:1-9 – Call to Repentance
I. Timing of John the Baptist’s ministry (Luke 3:1-2a)

a. Roman rulers

1. Tiberius Caesar: 14 – 37 AD

· Co-ruled with his step father, Augustus, 11 – 14 AD
· Was the man referred to in the Gospels as “Caesar” 

2. Pontius Pilate: 26 – 36 AD
3. Herod (Antipas): 4 BC to 39 AD
· Imprisoned and later beheaded John the Baptist

4. Philip: 4 BC – 34 AD
5. Lysanias: unknown dates of reign
b. Jewish rulers / high priests
1. Annas: 6 AD – 15 AD
2. Caiaphas: 18 – 36 AD
c. 18 years after the last words about the growth and maturity of Jesus (Luke 2:41-52)
d. John is about 30 years old at this point (same as Jesus)
II. Location of John the Baptist’s ministry (Luke 3:2b-3a)

a. By the “word of God”
1. The distinguishing mark of a true prophet (see Deuteronomy 18:20-22)
2. Not their own words, but supernaturally given by the Spirit through the personalities of each prophet
b. In the wilderness by the Jordan river
III. Message of John the Baptist’s ministry (3b-9)
a. Baptism

1. Washing to prepare for the forgiveness that comes through fulfillment of God’s promise
2. Public commitment to God and expectation of salvation
3. Not Christian baptism
b. Repentance

1. Change of mind which results in a change in lifestyle
2. Turning from sin and turning to God
3. Leaving old lifestyles
4. To be brought into a new and right relationship with God
5. True repentance is:
· Heartfelt sorrow over sinful words, actions and attitudes
· Godly sorrow coupled with humility led by the Holy Spirit
· Sustained change in attitudes and actions
· Without any pride whatsoever
· An act of God’s grace
· A call to everyone
· Visible to those who see the life of the repentant person
6. Repentance is NOT:

· Being sorry for getting caught in a sin
· Short lived
· Only an emotion
· Easy believism for salvation
· Only a message of John the Baptist
c. Forgiveness

1. Freedom from sins through the grace of our loving God
2. See Psalm 32, Psalm 51 and 1 John 1:9
d. To prepare the way

1. 400+ silent years since Malachi was the last writing prophet
2. In fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy (40:3-5) over 800 years before John came 
3. To receive salvation from the Lord through God’s Son
4. For the near future when all will see salvation of God

e. Warnings

1. To avoid wrath
2. “Brood of vipers” are servants to the serpent Satan
3. To have a change in lifestyle that is daily dependent upon God’s grace AND is transformed by Him
· This is not earning God’s favor
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