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Dealing with Idolatry – 1 Corinthians 10:14-22
1.
It’s a matter of priority
1 Corinthians 10:14-15
Idolatry is anything we put before or ahead of the Lord God
· Possessions, Sports, Hobbies, Goals, Sex
· Exodus 20:3–5 
3 “You shall have no other gods before Me. 4 You shall not make for yourself an idol, or any likeness of what is in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the water under the earth. 5 You shall not worship them or serve them.”

2.
It’s a matter of commitment
1 Cor. 10:16-17
To the world

or
To Christ and His covenant
· The Covenant that Christ Made
· Luke 22:20 
And in the same way He took the cup after they had eaten, saying, “This cup which is poured out for you is the new covenant in My blood.”

· Covenant - agreement between two parties that defines the rights and responsibilities of each party in the agreement
· There are two types: 


conditional (if you… then I will…)


unconditional (not dependent on grantee)
· 
Christians Represent Christ to the World
Romans 12:5 
So we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another.
1 Corinthians 12:27 
Now you are Christ’s body, and individually members of it. 
3.
It’s a matter of Demons
1 Cor. 10:18-20
Behind an idol is a demon desiring to take worship away from God and redirect it to the evil realm
4
It’s a matter of Division
1 Cor. 10:21-22

Hebrews 12:1b–2 
1 Let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.

What does this mean for me?
· Review your calendar
· What are your major priorities?
· Will the things that you devote your time, energy, and talents mean anything 10, 100 or 1,000 years from now?
· If you’ve been involved in idolatry, in any form, seek forgiveness right now from the Lord
· Then turn from the lure of whatever it is that has you trapped and run from it
· God’s great grace is there for all of us
· Turn to Him and find in Him perfect love, contentment, peace, and purpose
Acts 16:31a
“Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved.”
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