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Using Gifts of Prophecy and Tongues – 1 Corinthians 14:1-19
The Gift of Prophecy
· The distinctive ability to boldly declare the truth of God, regardless of the consequences, calling people to righteous living
· One of the “speaking” gifts
· Used to help the church to grow spiritually
· The purpose of this gift is
· Edification: to strengthen
· Exhortation: to encourage
· Consolation: to comfort
Biblical Prophets
· Had two roles
· Predicting future events / occurrences (30%)
· Proclaiming truth to the people of their generation (70%)
Caution: Beware of False Prophecies

Matthew 7:22–23 
22 Many will say to Me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?’ 23 And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness.’

Caution: Compare Prophecies with Scripture
· True words of prophecy will always align with revealed Scripture in the Bible
· Anyone claiming to give a message equal to or on par with Scripture is not to be trusted

The Gift of Tongues

· The distinctive ability to speak in a language which you have never learned and communicate a divinely anointed message from God to unbelievers
· Began in Acts 2 and continued from there, about 23 - 26 years later when Paul wrote 1 Corinthians
· Initially it was for those from foreign countries to hear the Gospel in their own language and to turn to Christ
· Builds up (edifies) the person speaking because when he / she speaks, you know it is God the Holy Spirit speaking through you
CAUTION: There Are False Tongues
· Just as there are false prophets, there are also those who can speak in a tongue who are demon possessed / demon controlled
Prophecy is the Greater Gift
· Prophecy builds up the whole church
· Tongues only build up the person speaking, unless there is an interpreter
· The interpreter provides the meaning of the spoken tongue to the congregation
Why speak in tongues?
· As a witness to unbelievers of the Holy Spirit’s presence
· When interpreted, to build up the church with exhortation / edification
· To build up the faith of the one speaking, knowing that the Holy Spirit moved through that person
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