Stop the Madness Series
October 20, 2019
The Sting of Death – 1 Corinthians 15:50-58
1.
Death is the Doorway to eternal life
· Earthly, physical bodies cannot enter into heaven
· 1 Corinthians 15:50 
Now I say this, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable.
· John 14:2–3 
2 In My Father’s house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you. 3 If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself, that where I am, there you may be also.

2.
We get new bodies when Christ returns
· 1 Corinthians 15:51–52 
51 Behold, I tell you a mystery; we will not all sleep, but we will all be changed, 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. 
· 1 Thessalonians 4:16–17 
16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with the Lord.

3.
When Christ returns, the sting of death will be eliminated!

· Those who are resurrected will never experience death again
· Those living who are transformed will never experience death
· And then we will be reunited with loved ones who also have faith in Jesus Christ

4.
Sin brought death
· Genesis 3:17a, 19a
17 Then to Adam He [God] said, “Because you have listened to the voice of your wife, and have eaten from the tree about which I commanded you, saying, ‘You shall not eat from it’; 19 By the sweat of your face You will eat bread, Till you return to the ground, Because from it you were taken; For you are dust, And to dust you shall return.”

· Sin is failing to obey God’s laws, God’s will and God’s nature
· Because all sin, all are subject to death
· Romans 6:23 
For the wages of sin is death.
· Yet Jesus defeated both sin & death
5.
Death does not keep us from following and serving Christ
· 1 Corinthians 15:58 
Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your toil is not in vain in the Lord. 

What does this mean for me?

· Be thankful today that
· Death is not the end of life
· Jesus has conquered both sin & death
· God has provided a new home for all who trust in Christ for eternal life
· Death hurts all of us now
· Invite God the Holy Spirit to comfort and bring compassion to those who are grieving
· You can be God’s messenger to those who are dealing with the sting of death
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