Stop the Madness Series
October 27, 2019
Making Godly Plans – 1 Corinthians 16:1-9
1.
Funding the Ministry for the Gospel
1 Cor. 16:1-2

Why should Christians give an offering?
· Giving should be
· Systematic (i.e. “first day of every week”)
· Universal (i.e. “each one”)
· Intentional (i.e. “put aside and save”)
· Proportionate (i.e. “as he may prosper”)
· An act of worship
2.
Offerings Enable the Care for God’s People 
1 Cor. 16:3-4

and the Spread of the Gospel

Galatians 2:10 
They only asked us to remember the poor—the very thing I also was eager to do.

3.
Paul’s Plan was God Dependent
1 Cor. 16:5-9

That Plan Was God Inspired
· Mission
· Plant churches and see them grow
· Ministry
· To help new believers mature in the faith
· Method
· Go back to places he had been to help out
· 
Paul’s Plan Faced Resistance
Ephesians 6:12 
For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places.

What does this mean for me?

· Our church has a plan and mission:
· “Preparing People for Eternity”
· Equipping missionaries around the world
· Sharing the Gospel with new believers
· Training believers to grow in their faith and daily walk with the Lord
· What is your personal plan for your life?
· Does that plan extend to all aspects of your life?
· Is it intentional in the use of the time, energy, abilities, and assets God has entrusted to you?
· Does it include how you will live out the Gospel where ever you go?
· Are your plans submitted to the will of God?
· Do you make a plan and then seek God’s direction in that plan?
· Are you open to changes to your plan
“as the Lord permits?”
· Do you persist in that plan, even when the enemy opposes your work for the Lord?
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