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The Nature of the Resurrection – 1 Corinthians 15:29-49
1 Corinthians 15:29 (NIV84)
Now if there is no resurrection, what will those do who are baptized for the dead? If the dead are not raised at all, why are people baptized for them?

What is baptism for the dead?
· Baptism is for Christians to publicly identify themselves as followers of Christ
· Therefore, no one would ever baptize a corpse. No dead person could profess a faith in Jesus Christ
· Baptism is a personal step of faith
· No one can be baptized for someone else
· Your parents cannot be baptized for you
· You cannot be baptized for your children
· You cannot be baptized for your spouse
Alternative Translation

1 Corinthians 15:29 
Now if there is no resurrection, what will those do who are baptized [because of] the dead? If the dead are not raised at all, why are people baptized [because of] them?

If there is no resurrection, then life is meaningless
1 Cor. 15:30-32
· Suffering would have no merit now or eternally
· Self-denial would be of no benefit
· Then we might as will do everything, anything, and everyone because life is pointless

The resurrection leads to repentance
1 Cor. 15:33-34
· “Bad company corrupts good morals” (33b)
· You become like and do what people you associate with
· Instead of following the crowd, the hope of the resurrection leads us to turn away from past habits
Resurrected bodies will be unique and different
1 Cor. 15:35-38
· Resurrected bodies will be provided by God
· Not man made like our current human bodies
· Will never be sick, wear out, or die
Nature of Resurrected Bodies
1 Cor. 15:39-44
· Different from earthly bodies
· Yet still has a physical nature to it
· More than simply a spirit or soul
· Earthly bodies
· Temporary – only here for a little while
· Eventually die
· Spiritual bodies
· Eternal lasting forever
· Never will see death a second time
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