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November 10, 2019
Giving Thanks for God’s Sovereignty
About Psalm 136
· Probably used as a responsive declaration or reading between a priest or worship leader and the gathered people of Israel
· Call for the nation of Israel to a time of thanksgiving
· Reflecting on who God is 
· Describing His nature
· Meant as a unified proclamation of God’s people
 “Give Thanks”

· Its verb form is an imperative command in the second person plural form (y’ all)
· This is a national call to thanksgiving
 “To the Lord”
· Lord = Hebrew יהוָ֣ה (YHWH)
· Covenant name for Israel to use with God
· The name was so revered by the Israelites that they would not even dare to say His name aloud
“For He is Good”
· Well pleasing, fruitful, morally correct, and proper
· Genesis 1:31 
God saw all that He had made, and behold, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.
“His Lovingkindness”
· Loyal love and unfailing kindness that comes from His nature
· Exodus 34:6 
Then the Lord passed by in front of him [Moses] and proclaimed, “The Lord, the Lord God, compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in lovingkindness and truth.
“Is Everlasting”
· Eternal, forever, with an emphasis on the ongoing nature into the future

“God of gods”
· There were many false gods surrounding the nation of Israel that were worshipped by pagans
· Israel’s God was and is THE GOD, the one over all others
· Exodus 20:3 
You shall have no other gods before Me.
· This speaks of God’s absolute power over
· Time, People, Spiritual forces
“Lord of lords”
· Note the difference from Lord
· It means “master” or one who exercises control over 
Give Thanks for God’s Creation
· All His works including
· Heavens (sky and atmospheric heavens)
· Earth
· Sun and moon and stars
· All creation is valuable and to be valued on an on-going basis
· We show respect for and care over what God has entrusted to us
Give Thanks for What God Does
· The miraculous
· “smote the Egyptians”
· Leadership
· “brought Israel out”
· Deliverance
· “With a strong hand and an outstretched arm”
Thank God for His Provisions
· “Remembering” is more than just thinking of His people, as God does
· He is omniscient, so he can’t “forget” us
· It is describing God’s actions for His people
· “Rescue” is a strong verb, implying movement by a strong force
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