Revelation Series
January 19, 2020
Leaving Your First Love – Revelation 2:1-7
About the Seven Churches
· These were literal churches that existed in the late 1st century AD in Asia Minor (modern day Turkey)
· Each had strengths and weaknesses
· Just like all churches today
· The message was specific to each unique church
· Yet it is applicable to all churches, of all times
· Just as Philippians was originally to the church at Philippi, but we read it, study it, and apply it to our lives today
Who is the angel in Ephesus?
· Angel comes from the Greek word angelos and means “messenger”
· Can mean God’s special messenger, as 
John the Baptist was called an “angelos” 
(Matt. 11:10)
· Jesus sent messengers (angelos) ahead of Him in ministry (Luke 9:52)
· Can be an evil angel (angelos), as a messenger of Satan was sent to harass the apostle Paul (2 Cor. 12:7)
· 169 times in the New Testament it refers to an angel
· The angel Gabriel sent to Mary with a particular message (Luke 1:26)
· The angel at the tomb who met Mary (Matthew 28:1-7)
· God’s specific agent, sent by Him, to ensure the safe and accurate delivery of God message
· They were authorized and commissioned by God Himself
The Lord Evaluates Each Church
· Strengths are noted and members are commended
· Sins are listed and the members are called to repent

Strengths of the Ephesian Church
Revelation 2:1-3, 6

1. Deeds and toil
2. Perseverance and endurance
3. Do not tolerate evil people
4. Discernment for false teaching
Ephesian Weakness
Revelation 2:4

· The church lost is spiritual fervor
· Their love for God was waning
· Their love for mankind was not as strong as it was in the early days
The Remedy
Revelation 2:5

· Remember: what you first did
· Repent: change of mindset and action (both)
· To express love fully toward God
· To love mankind through acts of service
God’s Promise
Revelation 2:7

· Requires obedience
· “He who has an ear, let him hear…”
· Is for those who overcome
· 1 John 5:5, “Who is the one who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?”
· Eternal reward
· “to eat from the tree of life”
· Revelation 22:1–2 
1 Then he showed me a river of the water of life, clear as crystal, coming from the throne of God and of the Lamb, 2 in the middle of its street. On either side of the river was the tree of life, bearing twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit every month; and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations.
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