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Living Through Hard Times
Revelation 2: 8-11

[bookmark: _Hlk534871274]# 1 – God often warns his servants prior to a time of trial see, Eze. 2:3-7; Mat. 10:16-31; Luke 9:23-24;  John 16:1-4; Acts  9:16)
# 2 – The Angel refers to a messenger who is to bring what has been told to John to the Church itself. (Rev 2:8)
# 3 – We are assured of our resurrection and future rewards because He is the First and Last, the eternal God who became man, died and rose again. (See    1 Peter 1:3)

# 4 – Smyrna is the only one of the seven cities still in existence.
# 5 – In Smyrna there existed what was called “municipal vanity” and it was known for its “municipal rivalry and pride.”
# 6 – The economic poverty” in Smyrna is described as absolute poverty or complete destitution.
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# 7 – The poverty in Smyrna however was only economic. Jesus recognized that they were spiritually rich.
# 8 – Here Jesus called the persecuting Jews the congregation of Satan. Ref (John 8:33-34) 
# 9 – Do not fear” is literally “fear nothing.” No matter how small or how severe, the One who has overcome death says, “fear nothing.”
# 10 – The promise to the overcomer is that he shall not be hurt by the second death.
# 11 – The second death is eternal separation from God in the lake of fire (Rev. 20:1, 14).
# 12 – Believers may face physical death, but because they have had a second birth (John 3:3-7), no believer will ever face the second death (Eph. 2:1, 5; John 5:24; 11:25). 
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