Revelation Series
January 5, 2020
Coming Attractions – Revelation 1:1-3
About Revelation
· It is “The Revelation,” NOT RevelationS
· Revelation comes from the Greek word apokalypsis which means “unveiling” or “uncovering” or “disclosure”
· It is named from the first few words of the book, “The Revelation of Jesus Christ”
· It has many themes throughout
· Worship, future prophecy, justice
· Its message is for believers
· Encouragement in a dark age
· Its message is for unbelievers
· Warnings of coming judgment
· Written by the apostle John (see Revelation 1:1, 1:4, 1:9, 22:8)
· 96 AD 
· While he was exiled to the island of Patmos by the Emperor Domitian
· Originally to the 7 churches in Asia Minor (modern day Turkey)
· Ultimately, written to all Christians of all ages
Interpreting Revelation
· We will be teaching from a futurist perspective
· Please know there are 3 other views of how to interpret Revelation
· The book is not always chronological in nature
· There are “time outs” at various places
· Locations change and the times with the location change may mean a change in date & other times it does not
· We will frequently read it alongside of other important passages
· Matthew 24 – 25 (Olivet Discourse), Daniel 7-12 & others

Interpreting Revelation

· It is hard to understand in places because it is a mixture of different literary genres
· Narrative: moves the story along
· Epistolary: rebuke & encouragement
· Prophecy: prediction of things to come
· Apocalyptic: symbols, signs, visions
Words of Caution

· Because Revelation is highly symbolic, we will not attempt to identify the precise meaning of each symbol unless the Bible specifically tells us what the symbols mean
· 7 lamps are the 7 churches (Rev. 1:20)
The Revelation of Jesus Christ
Revelation 1:1-3
· Who He is
· The Son of God (2:18)
· The Lamb of God (5:6)
· The Word of God (19:13)
· King of kings & Lord of lords (19:16)
· Alpha & Omega (21:6)
· His power
· Over believers & over unbelievers
· Over Satan & over angels
· Submission to the Father
· His plan
· How God has designed the world to culminate in His return and eternal reign
· His purpose
· To defeat all of God’s enemies
· To unite all believers, of all nations, of all times together
· To deliver justice
· To live with all of God’s people
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