Revelation Series
February 2, 2020
The Church of Pergamum – A Church of Compromise – Revelation 2:12-17
About Pergamum
Revelation 2:12
· It’s name means “parchment”
· Parchment was first manufactured in this city
· It was a center for idol worship of the Greek gods of Zeus and Athena, among many others
· The worship of the Emperor (Caesar) was prominent in this city
· It was a cultural center
· It boasted the 2nd largest library in the world with over 200,000 volumes
Pergamum Praised
Revelation 2:13a

· Despite direct influence by Satan himself, the church remained devoted to Jesus Christ
· They were faithful even to the point of martyrdom of Antipas
Pergamum Challenged
Revelation 2:13b

· Heavily influenced by Satanic pressures
· His place of authority (throne) was this city
· Instigated Emperor worship 
· He was the one behind persecutions of the Christians
Pergamum Criticized
Revelation 2:14-15

· Some hold to teaching of Balaam and Balak and Nicolatians
· Balaam urged Balak to cause the Israelites to intermarry with the Moabites and incite them into idol worship
· Nicolatians also mixed worship with sexual immorality in abuse of their freedoms in Christ

The Call to Change
Revelation 2:16

· Jesus urges the church to repent
· It means to turn away from
· Not just one time
· Not simply sorrow for sin
· Godly desire to live in the truth
· Failure to Repent Brings Judgment

· “I am coming to you quickly and I will make war against them with the sword of my mouth.”
· The sword of Christ (Rev. 2:12) is His Word and authority to judge the world in justice

To Those Who Overcome (Believe)
Revelation 2:17

· Are promised:
· Hidden manna which is Jesus Christ, the Bread of Life (John 6:35)
· A new name known only to God
What does this mean for me?

· How strong is your faith?
· Can it stand when Satanic attacks occur?
· Today God urges us to remain faithful, just as Antipas did, even when there is a full attack from the enemy of our souls
· What compromises are you making in your faith?
· Where have you once stood firm, but now have allowed the world’s influence to get you off track?
· Today God calls you to return to the bedrock of your faith & cease compromising
· What sins is the Holy Spirit identifying in your heart right now?
· Confess those to the Lord now
· Receive from Him forgiveness
· Make the determine to continually stay away from those attitudes and actions
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