Revelation Series
February 9, 2020
The Church of Thyatira – Revelation 2:18-29 – Church of Tolerance
About Thyatira
· Least prominent of the 7 churches listed in Revelation 2-3

· It was on an important trade route in east Asia

Well known for its shoes, dyed clothes, and bronze

· Tradesmen were members of “guilds” which served to support local business

Also was the center of social life for most people in the city

Each guild had a Greek god or goddess that was worshipped over their trade

· Religious life in the city was centered on

Worship of Greek god Apollo (son of Zeus)

Worship of Artemis

Worship of the guild gods

Introduction
Revelation 2:18
· The “Son of God”

· Apollo was the son of Zeus
· “Eyes like a flame of fire”

· Nothing is hidden from the Messiah

· “Feet like burnished bronze”

· His brilliant glory glows for all to see

Strengths at Thyatira
Revelation 2:19
1)
Love (agape)

· For God

· For one another

2)
Faith
· To believe to the extent of complete trust and reliance

Hebrews 11:1, “Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.”

3)
Service
· Ministering aid to the needs of others

Ephesians 2:10, “For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.”

4)
Perseverance
· The ability to bear situations in the face of challenge or difficulty

· Romans 5:3–4, “3 Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; 4 perseverance, character; and character, hope.”

Weakness at Thyatira
Revelation 2:20-23
· Idolatry and sexual immorality
A false prophetess was teaching and leading people to commit sins, thinking she was God’s authorized representative
· Need at Thyatira: Repentance

Complete and total change in thought and behavior away from sin and toward God

· Judgment is imminent
God allowed time for repentance (Romans 2:4)

Eventually, God deals with sin and the time was apparently close for Him to address the false teaching

Assurance at Thyatira
Revelation 2:24-25
· Keep doing what you’re doing!

Reject the false teaching (“deep things of Satan”) and doctrine

Stay pure (“hold fast”) in devotion

Reward at Thyatira
Revelation 2:26-29
· Authority over the nations

To rule and reign with Christ when He returns to earth (see Revelation 19-20)

· To receive Christ Himself

“The morning star” means Jesus (see Revelation 22:16)
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