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The First Commandment
Exodus 20:1–3 
1 And God spoke all these words: 
2 “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 
3 You shall have no other gods before me.”

1)
The Laws are the Word of God
· “God spoke”
· The Israelites heard Him directly
· They were commanded to stay at the bottom of Mount Sinai while Moses ascended to the top to meet with Him 
2)
“Lord your God”
· Lord is the covenant name for God
· It is the most common name for God in the Old Testament (6,826 times)
· Often used in conjunction with God to distinguish from all the other gods that surrounded the Israelites in a pagan world
· “who delivered you from slavery”
· God promised Abraham that his descendants would be numerous and possess a land
· God was now fulfilling His promise to His people to bring them out of bondage to the Promised Land
3)
1st Commandment

“You shall have no other gods before me”

· God is the sole priority of the believer
· No one (person) is ahead of Him
· No other “god” is to be entertained by those who follow the Lord
· 
Therefore, we worship the Lord God and Him alone
· Because He is Almighty
· Because He is sovereign
· Because He is omnipotent
· Because He is gracious
· Because He is loving and kind
· Even though He is Almighty over us, He invites us into a personal relationship with Him
What does this mean for me?
· Obedience to the laws and commandments of God will not save you
· Romans 5:1
Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.
· The law points us to Christ who saves us from our sin
· Romans 8:2 
Through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death.
· The law demonstrates our need for repentance of sin
· Luke 5:32 
“I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.”
· The law shows us our need for a Savior
· Titus 3:5 
He [Jesus] saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit.
· The Israelites were enslaved to the Egyptians
· God rescued them from their slavery
· All of us are enslaved to our sin
· Jesus has saved us from our sin
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