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The Second Commandment
Exodus 20:4–6 
4 You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below. 5 You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me, 6 but showing love to a thousand generations of those who love me and keep my commandments.

“You shall not make for yourself an idol”
· “graven image” (KJV)

· “carved image” (ESV)

· This was to distinguish worship of the Lord from the many other pagan gods that were worshipped by the Egyptians and other cultures all around the Israelites

What is an idol?
· An idol is anything we put before ahead of our devotion to the Lord God

God is Spirit
· He could never be represented by any statue, carving, or casting made from wood, stone or metal

· Yet not many days later, the Israelites made a golden calf and bowed down to worship it (see Exodus 32)

· John 4:24 
God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth.

· Authentic worship is not to an image or based on any location

Why do people need idols?
· They need to be able to see, experience, feel, and relate to an object

· Many people find it hard to worship the Lord God whom they cannot see

What is your authority?
1.
Scripture
2.
Science / logic
3.
Philosophy
4.
Tradition / culture
5.
Personal experience
· God does not punish children for the sins of parents

· He is stating that often the succeeding generations follow in their parents worship habits, and if they do, they too will receive God’s discipline

What does this mean for me?
· Are there any idols in your life right now?

· Money, Fame, Beauty, Retirement, Power

· Something else (e.g. new car, new home, hobbies, sports team, hunting, fishing, crafting, children, spouse)

· How do you keep something from becoming an idol?

· Hold onto it loosely with an open hand as an offering before the Lord

· When you find yourself fixating on that item or person, turn your attention to Scripture

· Ask the Lord to forgive you for departing from your first love of Him if there are idols in your life

· He will forgive you for that

· Seek Him and ask to Him show you how to enjoy what He has given you without making it an idol
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