@ A BIBLE CHURCH
Preparing People for Eternity
March 2026 Pastor Tom’s Perspective

We are now in the season of the church calendar called, “Lent.” It is a time to contemplate the great cost of our salvation, reminding

ourselves that sin has consequences, and the payment for our sins was accomplished by Jesus Christ on the cross.

Lent is a period of 40 days, beginning on Ash Wednesday (February 18 this year) and continuing until Easter. The calculation of the 40
days excludes Sundays, although | do not know why, historically, Sundays have not been counted in the number of days calculation. We

observe Lent each year for several reasons.

First, Lent is a time of repentance. During this season, each of us must set aside time to contemplate our lives and think through the times
that we yield to temptation and sin. Biblical repentance begins with identifying the sins that we have in our lives and confessing them to
God. 1 John 1:9 (NASB) says, “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.” We have the assurance that when we confess our sins, God immediately forgives them. Additionally, genuine Biblical
repentance is more than just receiving forgiveness of sins. It includes a desire, intention, and purpose to cease the sin and to

live in holiness before God. Lent, therefore first and foremost is a time of pursuing God and turning from sin.

Second, Lent is a time for self-denial. Many people will “give up” something for Lent. While this is not a Biblical practice, fasting is a
mandated Biblical discipline for Christians. Matthew 6:16—18 (NASB) says, “*®* Whenever you fast, do not put on a gloomy face as the
hypocrites do, for they neglect their appearance so that they will be noticed by men when they are fasting. Truly | say to you, they have
their reward in full. ¥/ But you, when you fast, anoint your head and wash your face *® so that your fasting will not be noticed by men, but
by your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees what is done in secret will reward you.” Notice that Jesus says, “when you fast.”
He does not say “if you fast.” Jesus taught us that fasting is an appropriate and necessary Biblical discipline. It orients us to the Lord. There
are many ways that you can fast. Here are a few suggestions:

Fasting often is refraining from eating food for a defined period of time. You may fast food for one meal, two meals, a whole day, or
some other time that you decide to. Instead of consuming food, we replace the time that was spent in food preparation and con-

sumption with prayer.

Another way to fast is technology. You may choose to sign out of social media for a season. You may stop listening to podcasts while
you drive or exercise. You may turn off music. The purpose of this is allow concentrated time for prayer. Instead of doomscrolling on
our phones, we replace that time with Bible study, prayer, or reading a book that motivates us toward spiritual growth.

You may fast from some beverages. Some people will only drink water during Lent.

As we fast, we do not do this discipline to make ourselves look more spiritual or more godly. The self-denial process of fasting is for the
purpose of having more time to connect with the Lord through Bible reading, prayer, study, and meditation.

How will you observe Lent this year? What spiritual disciplines will take on increased importance for you over the next 40 days that draws
you closer to the Lord? | have purposed to turn off social media during this season. That’s one way that | will spend more time reading
and reflecting. How about you? Ask the Lord how you can best use this season to draw yourself closer to God.

Prayerfully,

Pastor Tom
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KEENAGERS ~ BREAKFAST
Tuesday March 17 8:30 a.m.

Mason Dixon Restaurant in Shrewsbury.

Please be sure you sign up so we can give them a
fairly accurate count of how many are coming.
Any questions, please see
Dean & Barb Ferree

Grace Howard would like to wish everyone
Happy Birthday and Happy Anniversary
for the Month of March‘
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The community is invited the 2nd Saturday of
every month for a free breakfast hosted by
Christ United Methodist Church in Jacobus

from 8:30 to 10:30 AM

This month’s date is March 14th

Online Contributions for
Tithes & Offerings

We are offering this service for
anyone who would like to use it.
Go to St. Peter’s website at
www.preparingyouforeternity.org and click on the
Donate button at the bottom of the page. This will
take you to the link.
You can use Visa, Mastercard, Discover, or
American Express.
It is very easy to use.
Please call the church office (717-428-3559)
if you have any questions. [F.:_.L E]_
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GREETERS / WELCOME

31 Joe Markey

3/8  Mark Sweitzer
3/15 Ben Emig

3/22 Dave Somerville
3/29 Nate Wolfe

INTERCESSORY PRAYER

3/1  Joe Markey
3/8  Mark Sweitzer
3/15 Ben Emig

3/22 Pastor Tom
3/29  Jeff Miller

;: NURSERY
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Downstairs Every Sunday at 10:00 AM

Our nursery will receive all children from birth to
age three each Sunday morning.

Please bring your child to the nursery before the
start of the 10:00 AM worship each week.

If you have a child in this age, please make sure
to clearly mark your diaper bag with your child’s
name when you leave your son or daughter with
our nursery volunteers. Also, please carefully
mark the cup(s) for your children.

Please be sure to pick your child up within 15
mins after service has ended.

Stacy Wolfe



{ Tristan Philbrook
Mary Walker
Norma Gable
Brian Lentz

: Dustin Sirk

J ill Sechrist
Calvin Todd
Tammy Cutler

Morgan DiMaggio

Rachel Dowling
Isabelle Price
Chris Jones
Emma Todd
Susan Shank

i Faith Klunk

Benjamin Quesenberry
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Theodore Eveler
Daniel Markey
Elaine Stough
Peggy Sweitzer
Li’Anna Bair
Diane Lentz
Nancy Fike
Krista Ramsey
Bobby Betker
Brandon Eveler
Kayla Householder
Kamdyn Bair
Michael Stoltzfus
Luke Tucker
Kenneth Bair

Jerry Higgins Jr.

January 2026 Financial Statement

If we have missed anyone's Birthday or Anniversary, we
apologize and ask that you please contact the Church
office so that we may update our records.

 Steve & Trish Ashley

Jason & Kimberly Clark
Ethan & Marissa Tucker
Josh & Mindy DiMaggio

General Fund
Income
Expenses

Missions

Total Building Fund Exp.
Church Operating Expense
Church/ Office Supplies
Electricity

Kitchen Fund Exp.

Online Banking Expense
Offering Envelopes

Payroll

Program/Special Expense
Lawn Service/Snow Removal
Trash Service
Repairs/Maintenance/ Equipment
Telephone/Internet

Insurance

Total Expenses

Net Income

Building Fund( Balance as of 1/31/2026)

74,234.59

6,772.00
10,593.00
906.87
294.84
1,460.60
250.47
100.94
316.79
14,597.49
3,176.54
1,750.00
407.46
300.68
244 .93
797.00

41,969.61

32,264.98

1,339,753.39
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

RICE PANS
Hello Rice Pan Cooks

The pans, rice and recipe are always available on the
church bench for the month they are needed.

Be sure to grab two pans!

The cooking process is easy once you assemble spices,
chopped onions and peppers, cooked the ground beef
and opened the tomato sauces.

Mix all together and fill the pans.

Please wrap the pans tightly in foil and
place in Church freezer. Please place the attached
labels on top of each wrapped pan.

Many thanks for supporting this project.

Folks in York appreciate your kindness.

If you have any questions, please call
Kate at 717-578-1085.

Women's Retreat

We will hold a women's retreat March 20 - 22 at the Philip
Bonjourno Conference Center in Carlisle. The cost will be
$200 and will cover room, board, and the materials for the
retreat.

There is a sign-up sheet on the In the Know bulletin board, so

please sign up soon!

If you have any questions, please see Christina Markey.
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WOMEN’S MINSTRY

Trust in him at all times,
' you people; pour out your
hearts to him, for God is our
refuge. Psalm 62:8

Women’s Bible Study

Tuesday mornings at 9 AM in the fellowship hall.

All ladies are welcome!

Any questions, please see Christina Markey.

If you are interested in joining the study for your first

time, please let Christina know so she can add you on
her phone list to call.

Christina Markey & Laurie Miller

Men's Retreat ~ We will have a men's retreat on Friday,
April 24th. We will meet at the church at 6:00 PM to
carpool to Mount Joy for the opening program. We will
return home at 9:00 Friday evening. We will meet on
Saturday, April 25" at 7:00 AM to carpool to the all-day
event having breakfast at 8:00 AM, and returning home
after a smoked meat dinner at 6:00 PM. There is a sign-up
sheet on the “In the Know bulletin board”. The cost will be
$10. Please sign up soon so that we know how many meals
and materials to prepared.

If you have any questions, please see Pastor Jerry, Travis
Brown or Pastor Tom.

LIBRARY NEWS

St. Peter’s library spreadsheet is now on our website.
You can search all of the books and studies that we have
available.

Please go to our website
at www.preparingyouforeternity.org/Ministries/Library
Ministry

We hope you take advantage of all of the books in our
library.

Any questions, please let me know.

Thanks, Tammy Cutler




CHILDREN’S CHURCH

ANNOUNCEMENTS

"First off, we want to extend a heartfelt thank you to Mike
Fenske for serving as our Assistant Treasurer over the past
three years. Praise the Lord for his time and dedication to
St. Peters Church and for helping us stay on top of our fi-
nances.

Start your children off on the way they should go, and even
when they are old they will not turn from it.
Proverbs 22:6

If you have children ages 4 - 11 we invite you to have them join us
downstairs for Children’s Church. During the opening worship time
we ask that your children sit with you until they are dismissed to go

downstairs for Children’s Church. We are currently in need of a new Assistant Treasurer. Our
elders and deacons are actively looking for someone to fill
this volunteer position. The role involves working
alongside our deacons, our treasurer Peggy Sweitzer, and
our church secretary Melinda Trombley. The key duties
include counting the money following worship when the
treasurer is not available, writing checks when the
treasurer is out of town, and working with the treasurer to
accurately report our financial statements to the elders,

deacons, and congregation.

Downstairs we will start with an opening song, a verse and an
offering which will be used to sponsor DR students, missionaries or
other ministries. The children will then go to two separate classes
according to their age.

Our Goals for Children’s Church

e  Take the children downstairs to allow parents to focus on the

message.

e  Teach the children a simple Biblical lesson on a level that they

can understand and apply to their young lives.
Ifyou are interested in serving in this position, please look

over the official job description that is posted on the
bulletin board in the church lobby. Should you have any
questions or need additional information, please contact
our president Bob Fike or our Head Deacon,

Ben Quesenberry

We ask that you pick your children up within 15 mins after service
has ended.

Any questions or if you are interested in helping please contact

Elder Dave Somerville.

Thank you for your consideration and may you have a
blessed day.

The Deacon Board"

Starts September 17th, 2025

Ends March 25th, 2025
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St. Peter's Church
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PIONEER CLUBS® | | Jassary 15-Apuil 3, 2006
Wednesday evenings

6:00pm-~7:30pm

Dinner will be served after Plss all thechrch

717-428-3559

Opemng WOfSh!p to register your kids!
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March 2026
Sunday Monday Tuesday | Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
9 AM 9 AM 7 AM
Mocha gginesn’sd 6 PM 6:30 PM Men’s Group
10 AM Thle tudy New Hope Grief Group
Worship/ Pioneer Club
Communion 7PM
11:30 AM Youth Group
Consistory Mtg.
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
9 AM 6:30 PM 9 AM 6 PM ;IAIYI .
Mocha Elder’s Mtg Women’s New Hope 6:30 PM en s roup
10 AM Bible Study Pioneer Club Grief Group
Worship 7PM ;/{PMh .
E- Young Adults utly Group
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
9 AM 8:30 AM 6 PM ,&m i e
Mocha geen;gfer’s 1l:I.ew Hogel ) 6:30 PM 9@6‘!}‘3 Womens
10 AM Terktost toneer L1u Grief Group V\n;o;nens Retreat
Worship 9 AM 7PM Sctroat
Women’s P Youth Group
Bible Stud{y_» |:> |::>
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
9 AM 6 PM
Mocha New Hope
7 PM 9 AM Pioneer Club 6:30 PM
10 AM ’ 1
_ Young Adults | Women’s Grief Group
Worship . 7 PM
Bible Study Youth G
11:30 AM outh Group
Consistory Mtg.
Womens Retreat
29 30 31
9 AM
Women’s

Bible Study
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MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY — THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 74
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Prayersfor Prayersfor Prayersfor  Prayersfor  Prayersfor  Chidren's  Pioneer @//\ S
health  protection  sabvation  thebulding thefinance  Miisty  lups %?,ﬁ

committee  committee

8 9 10 11 2 13 14
Youth ~ TheValley Keenagers  Couples  Grief  [Lfe  Church
Ministy ~ Young SO0 Mty Growp  Groyps  Secretaryd

Adults Famil

15 16 7 18 19 i /!

Deacons&  Flders& Church  Church  Pastor  Pastor Local
Families Treasurer  Caretakers Jerry,Karen  Tom,Heidi  Missions

& Family &Families & Family & Family

Families

209 B8R0 245 I 26 ] 28
National ~ Inter-~ Mocha  First  Church  Mentoring  New

Missions ~national ~~for Respond. (0P & Hope
Missions~ Missions ¢ wegical Discipleship
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ST PETER’S

Preparing People for Eternity

1708 SEITZVILLE ROAD
SEVEN VALLEYS. PA 17360

Phone: 717 -428 - 3559
Press: 1 For Office - Melinda
2 For Pastor Tom
3 For Kitchen

Email: churchmom06@gmail.com

Website:
www.preparingyouforeternity.org

St. Peter's Church is located
at the corners of
Seitzville & Yellow Church Rd.

Pioneer Club ~ Wednesdays 6:00 to 7:30

PM (September- March)
Youth Group ~ Wednesday 7:00 PM

SUNDAY SERVICE
Mocha for Missions 9:00 to 9:45 AM

Worship 10:00 AM

Nursery/Childcare 10:00 AM
Children’s Church 10:00 AM

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

We will hold a women's retreat March 20 - 22 at the Philip Bonjourno Conference Center in
Carlisle. The cost will be $200 and will cover room, board, and the materials for the retreat.

There is a sign-up sheet on the “In the Know bulletin board”, so please sign up soon!

If you have any questions, please see Christina Markey.
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